"Benediction of the Apaches"

"Now you will feel no rain,
For each of you will be shelter to the other.
Now you will feel no cold,

For each of you will be warmth to the other.
Now there is no more loneliness for you.
For each of you will be companion to the other.
Now you are two bodies,

But there is only one Life before you.

Go now to your dwelling place,

To enter into the days of your togetherness.
And may your days be good and long upon the earth"

Blessing of the hands

These are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and full of love for you, that are holding
yours on your wedding day, as you promise to love each other today, tomorrow, and forever.

These are the hands that will work alongside yours, as together you build your future.

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, and with the
slightest touch, will comfort you like no other.

These are the hands that will hold you when fear or grief fills your mind.

These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes; tears of sorrow, and tears
of joy.

These are the hands that will tenderly hold your children.
These are the hands that will help you to hold your family as one.
These are the hands that will give you strength when you need it.

And lastly, these are the hands that even when wrinkled and aged, will still be reaching for yours, still
giving you the same unspoken tenderness with just a touch.

EXCERPT FROM "THE GIFT FROM THE SEA"
~ By Anne Morrow Lindbergh

When you love someone, you do not love them all the time, in exactly the same way, from moment to
moment. It is an impossibility. It is even a lie to pretend to. And yet this is exactly what most of us
demand. We have so little faith in the ebb and flow of life, of love, of relationships. We leap at the flow
of the tide and resist in terror its ebb. We are afraid it will never return. We insist on permanency, on
duration, on continuity; when the only continuity possible, in life as in love, is in growth, in fluidity - in
freedom, in the sense that the dancers are free, barely touching as they pass, but partners in the same
pattern.

The only real security is not in owning or possessing, not in demanding or expecting, mot in hoping,
even. Security in a relationship lies neither in looking back to what was in nostalgia, nor forward to
what it might be in dread or anticipation, but living in the present relationship and accepting it as it is
now. Relationships must be like islands, one must accept them for what they are here and now, within

their limits - islands, surrounded and interrupted by the sea, and continually visited and abandoned by
the tides.



On Your Wedding Day
Author Unknown
Today is a day you will always remember
The greatest in anyone's life
You'll start off the day just two people in love
And end it as Husband and Wife

It's a brand new beginning the start of a journey
With moments to cherish and treasure
And although there'll be times when you both disagree
These will be surely outweighed by pleasure

You'll have heard many words of advice in the past
When the secrets of marriage were spoken
But you know that the answers lie hidden inside
Where the bond of true love lies unbroken

So live happily forever as lovers and friends
It's the dawn of a new life for you
As you stand there together with love in your eyes
From the moment you whisper "I Do"

And with luck, all your hopes, and your dreams can be real
May success find its way to your hearts
Tomorrow can bring you the greatest of joys
But today is the day it all starts

TRADITIONAL IRISH BLESSING

May the road rise to meet you,

May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
The rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of his hand.

May God be with you and bless you;
May you see your children's children.
May you be poor in misfortune, Rich in blessings,
May you know nothing but happiness
From this day forward.

May the road rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the warm rays of sun fall upon your home
And may the hand of a friend always be near.

May green be the grass you walk on,
May blue be the skies above you,
May pure be the joys that surround you,
May true be the hearts that love you.



A TAPESTRY OF LOVE

Just as two very different threads woven in opposite directions can form a beautiful tapestry, so can
your two lives merge together to form a beautiful marriage.

To make your marriage work will take love.
Love should be the core of your marriage;
love is the reason you are here.
But it will also take trust - to know in your hearts
you want the best for each other.
It will take dedication - to stay open to one another;
to learn and to grow together even when this is not so easy to do.

It will take faith — to always be willing to go forward to tomorrow, never really knowing what tomorrow
will bring.
And it will take commitment - to hold true to a journey you both now will share together.

WEDDING READING

You share today the joy of a deep commitment
And a sacred trust, and you have given each other
The most precious gift of love
Treasure it, nurture it and encourage it
With all the honesty you used in creating it
You are sharing something rare and beautiful
Always speak the truth and listen attentively
So that you may understand each others thoughts and intentions

Inspire each other by sharing your accomplishments
Say I love you often to retain the warmth between you
Laugh a lot too, even when you are angry
Remember you are each other’s best friend
Stand together and for each other always
May each day be a blessing
And the fulfillment of your dreams.

LOVE~ By Roy Croft

I love you, Not only for what you are,
But for what I am When I am with you.
I love you, Not only for what You have made of yourself,
But for what You are making of me.

I love you For the part of me That you bring out;

I love you For putting your hand Into my heaped-up heart
And passing over All the foolish, weak things That you can't help
Dimly seeing there, And for drawing out Into the light
All the beautiful belongings That no one else had looked
Quite far enough to find.

I love you because you Are helping me to make
Of the lumber of my life
Not a tavern But a temple;
Out of the works Of my every day
Not a reproach But a song.

I love you Because you have done
More than any creed Could have done
To make me good, And more than any fate To make me happy.
You have done it Without a touch, Without a word, Without a sign.
You have done it By being yourself.



WHY MARRIAGE? ~ Mari Nichols-Haining

Because to the depths of me, I long to love one person,
With all my heart, my soul, my mind, my body...
Because I need a forever friend to trust with the intimacies of me,
Who won't hold them against me,

Who loves me when I'm unlikable,

Who sees the small child in me, and
Who looks for the divine potential of me...

Because I need to cuddle in the warmth of the night
With someone who thanks God for me,
With someone I feel blessed to hold...
Because marriage means opportunity
To grow in love in friendship...
Because marriage is a discipline
To be added to a list of achievements...

Because marriages do not fail, people fail
When they enter into marriage
Expecting another to make them whole...

Because, knowing this,

I promise myself to take full responsibility
For my spiritual, mental and physical wholeness
I create me,

I take half of the responsibility for my marriage
Together we create our marriage...
Because with this understanding
The possibilities are limitless.

I PROMISE~ Dorothy Colgan

I promise to give you the best of myself
and to ask of you no more than you can give.
I promise to respect you as your own person
and to realise that your interests, desires and needs
are no less important than my own.

I promise to share with you my time and my attention
and to bring joy, strength and imagination to our relationship.
I promise to keep myself open to you,
to let you see through the window of my world into my innermost fears and feelings, secrets and
dreams.
I promise to grow along with you to be willing to face changes
in order to keep our relationship alive and exciting.
I promise to love you in good times and in bad,
with all I have to give and all I feel inside in the only way I know how. Completely and forever.

LOVE ~ Author Unknown

Love is a friendship that has caught fire.
It is quiet understanding, mutual confidence,sharing and forgiving.
It is loyalty through good and bad.
It settles for less than perfection,
and makes allowances for human weakness.
Love is content with the present.
It hopes for the future and it doesn’t brood over the past.

It's the day-in and day-out chronicle of irritations, problems, compromises,
small disappointments, big victories, and working toward common goals.
If you have love in your life, it can make up for a great many things you lack.
If you don’t have it, no matter what else there is, it is not enough,
so search for it, ask God for it, and share it!



1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-8a

Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude.
Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but
rejoices in the right.
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never ends.

CORELLI'S MANDOLIN by Louise De Bernieres

Captain Corelli's Mandolin
Louis de Bernieres
Love is a temporary madness,
it erupts like volcanoes and then subsides.
And when it subsides you have to make a decision.
You have to work out whether your roots have so entwined together
that it is inconceivable that you should ever part.
Because this is what love is.
Love is not breathlessness,
it is not excitement,
it is not the promulgation of eternal passion.
That is just being “in love” which any fool can do.
Love itself is what is left over when being in love has burned away,
and this is both an art and a fortunate accident.
Those that truly love, have roots that grow towards each other underground,
and when all the pretty blossom have fallen from their branches,
they find that they are one tree and not two.

WEDDING PRAYER: The Peace of God

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and
love of God, and of God's son, Jesus Christ our Lord, and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. The Lord bless you and keep
you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you, The Lord lift up his
countenance upon you, and give you peace. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.

Treat Yourselves and Each Other with Respect

Treat yourselves and each other with respect, and remind yourselves often of what brought you
together. Give the highest priority to the tenderness, gentleness and kindness that your connection
deserves. When frustration, difficulties and fear assail your relationship, as they threaten all
relationships at one time or another, remember to focus on what is right between you, not only the
part which seems wrong. In this way, you can ride out the storms when clouds hide the face of the sun
in your lives...remembering that even if you lose sight of it for a moment, the sun is still there. And if
each of you takes responsibility for the quality of your life together, it will be marked by abundance and
delight. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

Excerpt from
The Bridge Across Forever
~ Richard Bach ~

A soulmate is someone who has locks that fit our keys, and keys to fit our locks. When we feel safe
enough to open the locks, our truest selves step out and we can be completely and honestly who we
are; we can be loved for who we are and not for who we're pretending to be. Each unveils the best
part of the other. No matter what else goes wrong around us, with that one person we're safe in our
own paradise. Our soulmate is someone who shares our deepest longings, our sense of direction. When
we're two balloons, and together our direction is up, chances are we've found the right person. Our
soulmate is the one who makes life come to life.



BLESSING FOR A MARRIAGE
~ James Dillet Freeman ~
May your marriage bring you all the exquisite excitements a marriage should bring, and may life grant
you also patience, tolerance, and understanding.

May you always need one another - not so much to fill your emptiness as to help you to know your
fullness. A mountain needs a valley to be complete; the valley does not make the mountain less, but
more; and the valley is more a valley because it has a mountain towering over it. So let it be with you
and you.

May you need one another, but not out of weakness.

May you want one another, but not out of lack.

May you entice one another, but not compel one another.

May you embrace one another, but not out encircle one another.

May you succeed in all important ways with one another, and not fail in the little graces.
May you look for things to praise, often say, "I love you!" and take no notice of small faults.

If you have quarrels that push you apart, may both of you hope to have good sense enough to take the
first step back.

May you enter into the mystery which is the awareness of one another's presence - no more physical
than spiritual, warm and near when you are side by side, and warm and near when you are in separate
rooms or even distant cities.

May you have happiness, and may you find it making one another happy.
May you have love, and may you find it loving one another.

FOUNDATIONS OF MARRIAGE
Love, trust, and forgiveness are the foundations of marriage. In marriage, many days will bring
happiness, while other days may be sad. But together, two hearts can overcome everything...In
marriage, all of the moments won't be exciting or romantic, and sometimes worries and anxiety will be
overwhelming. But together, two hearts that accept will find comfort together. Recollections of past
joys, pains, and shared feelings will be the glue that holds everything together during even the worst
and most insecure moments. Reaching out to each other as a friend, and becoming the confidant and
companion that the other one needs, is the true magic and beauty of any two people together. It's
inspiring in each other a dream or a feeling, and having faith in each other and not giving up... even
when all the odds say to quit. It's allowing each other to be vulnerable, to be himself or herself, even
when the opinions or thoughts aren't in total agreement or exactly what you'd like them to be. It's
getting involved and showing interest in each other, really listening and being available, the way any
best friend should be. Exactly three things need to be remembered in a marriage if it is to be a mutual
bond of sharing, caring, and loving throughout life: love, trust, and forgiveness.

EXCERPT FROM THE VELVETEEN RABBIT
~ By Margery Williams ~

"What is REAL?" asked the Rabbit one day, when they were lying side by side near the nursery fender,
before Nana came to tidy the room. "Does it mean having things that buzz inside you and a stick-out
handle?"

"Real isn't how you are made," said the Skin Horse. "It's a thing that happens to you. When a child
loves you for a long, long time, not just to play with, but Really loves you, then you become Real."

"Does it hurt?" asked the Rabbit.

"Sometimes," said the Skin Horse, for he was always truthful. "When you are Real you don't mind
being hurt."

"Does it happen all at once, like being wound up," he asked, "or bit by bit?"

"It doesn't happen all at once," said the Skin Horse. "You become. It takes a long time. That's why it
doesn't happen often to people who break easily, or have sharp edges, or who have to be carefully
kept. Generally, by the time you are Real, most of your hair has been loved off, and your eyes drop out
and you get all loose in the joints and very shabby. But these things don't matter at all, because once
you are Real you can't be ugly, except to people who don't understand."



MARRIAGE JOINS TWO PEOPLE IN THE CIRCLE OF ITS LOVE
~ By Edmund O'Neill ~

Marriage is a commitment to life, the best that two people can find and bring out in each other. It
offers opportunities for sharing and growth that no other relationship can equal. It is a physical and an
emotional joining that is promised for a lifetime.

Within the circle of its love, marriage encompasses all of life's most important relationships. A wife and
a husband are each other's best friend, confidant, lover, teacher, listener, and critic. And there may
come times when one partner is heartbroken or ailing, and the love of the other may resemble the
tender caring of a parent for a child.

Marriage deepens and enriches every facet of life. Happiness is fuller, memories are fresher,
commitment is stronger, even anger is felt more strongly, and passes away more quickly.

Marriage understands and forgives the mistakes life is unable to avoid. It encourages and nurtures new
life, new experiences, and new ways of expressing a love that is deeper than life.

When two people pledge their love and care for each other in marriage, they create a spirit unique

unto themselves which binds them closer than any spoken or written words. Marriage is a promise, a
potential made in the hearts of two people who love each other and takes a lifetime to fulfil.

THE PRAYER

~ By St. Francis of Assisi ~

Lord, make

us instruments of your peace.

Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is discord, union;

Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

Where there is sadness, joy;

O Divine Master, Grant that we may not so much seek
To be consoled as to console,

To be understood as to understand,

To be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.



TRUE LOVE
~ By Author Unknown ~

True love is a sacred flame
That burns eternally,
And none can dim its special glow
Or change its destiny.

True love speaks in tender tones
And hears with gentle ear,
True love gives with open heart
And true love conquers fear.
True love makes no harsh demands
It neither rules nor binds,

And true love holds with gentle hands
The hearts that it entwines.

WHY MARRIAGE?
~ By: Mari Nichols-Haining ~

Because to the depths of me, I long to love one person,
With all my heart, my soul, my mind, my body...

Because I need a forever friend to trust with the intimacies of me,
Who won't hold them against me,
Who loves me when I'm unlikable,
Who sees the small child in me, and
Who looks for the divine potential of me...

Because I need to cuddle in the warmth of the night
With someone who thanks God for me,
With someone I feel blessed to hold...

Because marriage means opportunity
To grow in love in friendship...

Because marriage is a discipline
To be added to a list of achievements...

Because marriages do not fail, people fail
When they enter into marriage
Expecting another to make them whole...

Because, knowing this,

I promise myself to take full responsibility
For my spiritual, mental and physical wholeness
I create me,

I take half of the responsibility for my marriage
Together we create our marriage...

Because with this understanding
The possibilities are limitless.



